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January 26, 2024

Mr. Rudi Borrmann

Deputy Director, OGP Local
OGP Support Unit

Brussels, Belgium

Dear Mr. Borrmann:

The National Democratic Institute (NDI) is pleased to endorse the application of Fuvahmulah City Council to
join OGP Local, and is confident they fully endorse the Open Government Declaration and its principles.

NDI is an international non-profit, non-partisan, non-governmental organization whose mission is to help
promote and strengthen democratic institutions around the world. Through our international cooperation
approach, we offer training and technical assistance to political parties, government bodies, and civil society
organizations that promote democratic values, practices, and institutions. As part of its ongoing
programming in Maldives, NDI works with the national and local governments to increase awareness about
open government principles, OGP itself and the opportunities associated with membership.

The Fuvahmulah City Council demonstrates commitment to transparency and open government by
regularly publishing budget and financial information, hosting events such as Environment Forums and a
Preventing Violence against Women and Girls workshop, in addition to creating opportunities for active
citizen engagement through advisory boards. These boards address issues central to OGP Local’s mission
including, but not limited to: governance, finance and economic development; environment and climate
action; and family, disabilities and social service. The council has also undertaken digitization efforts to
streamline city operations and improve governance efficiency. In support of this application, NDI is
committed to providing our support in the council’s process of adherence to the principles of OGP Local,
especially in the co-creation, methodological design and implementation of its Open Government Action
Plan which will actively involve citizens and civil society organizations.

We believe that the Fuvahmulah City Council will benefit greatly by becoming a part of OGP Local,
especially in terms of inclusive participation, digital transformation and financial accountability. These
efforts will allow the Fuvahmulah City Council to position itself as a benchmark for the other local
governments and share best practices across jurisdiction in Maldives.

NDI commits to making available the necessary human, financial and technical resources to participate in
the co-creation, implementation and learning of ambitious commitments within the Action Plan. Nasheeth
Thoha, NDI Maldives Country Representative, will be responsible for liaising with OGP and the Support
Unit. He can be reached at nthoha@ndi.org.

Thank you for your attention and the consideration of the Fuvahmulah City Council’s application. Should
you have any questions, please contact me at raissa@ndi.org.

Sincerely,

ais atad-Hazell
puty Regional Director, Asia-Pacific
National Democratic Institute

WORKING FOR DEMOCRACY AND MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK
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OGP Support Unit
Mr. Rudi Borrmann, Deputy Director, OGP Local

Government Letter of Support: Call for new members to OGP Local 2023

Fuvahmulah City Council is pleased to submit an application to join OGP Local as part of our continued
commitment to advancing the principles of access to information, public participation and public
accountability in the way the government carries out its mandate.

Fuvahmulah City is a unique and distinct administrative atoll located in the Maldives, situated in the
southern part of the country. Unlike traditional atolls, Fuvahmulah is a single island atoll, known for
its distinctive geographical features and rich cultural heritage. The island boasts a vibrant community,
and its residents are recognized for their unique traditions, customs, and local dialect.

The local governance of this City is overseen by the Fuvahmulah City Council.

The Fuvahmulah City Council, operating as an autonomous and independent entity, derives its legal
mandate from the Decentralisation Act (Law no. 7/2010) of the Maldives. Established with the
authority to own property and undertake liabilities, the Council holds devolved powers in self-
governance, decision-making, and financial autonomy. Entrusted with the pivotal role of planning and
developing the city, the Council is dedicated to ensuring the provision of essential services mandated
by the Decentralization Act to the residents of the Atoll. As a key local governance body, the
Fuvahmulah City Council stands committed to fostering the well-being and development of its
community in alignment with legal provisions and local needs.

By joining OGP Local, we endorse the Open Government Declaration and commit to upholding the
principles within it.

We acknowledge that, as a member of OGP Local, we are embarking on a journey of collaboration,
learning and action, and commit to working together as partners with non-governmental stakeholders
to deliver an open government action plan in 2024 and implement its commitments. In addition, we
embed the values of open government in our OGP local process and ensure it is transparent,
participatory and accountable.

We recognize that by joining OGP Local, we become a member of a global community of government
and civil society who strive to innovate, catalyze progress and promote learning within and across
jurisdictions. This global community is strengthened by the actions of its members, hence, we pledge
to be an active member of this global community, leading by example and supporting other members
with peer exchanges and engaging at the local, national and international level to promote the values
of open government.
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If given the opportunity to become a member of OGP Local in the 2024 call, Fuvahmulah City Council
led by Aslam Rasheed, Secretary General will be responsible for leading locally the OGP Local process
and liaising with the OGP Support Unit. In addition, we commit to making available the necessary

human, financial and technical resources to co-create, implement and learn from ambitious
commitments within the action plan.
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To the OGP Local support team

In order to increase transparency and openness of citizens' participation in
solution of city problems and use of new technologies to strengthen governance, as
well as cooperation between the municipality and civil society, Osh City Hall
expresses great interest in participation in OGP Local (Open Local Governance).

Osh City Hall will make maximum efforts to make a qualitative leap in the
development of citizens' activity in the decision-making process within the
framework of OGP Local. Osh City strives to create more opportunities for the
implementation of citizens' initiatives, prioritizing investment projects and taking
into account the needs of citizens.

We believe that joining OGP Local will give us an opportunity to learn from
other local members of OGP Local and help form a new culture of city transparent
governance. Such a culture will be created by applying the best practices of OGP
local, which will raise the level of city governance, as citizens' expectations of city
hall services will be much higher in the future. Efficient budget allocation and

transparency of management decisions will hélp to improve the city infrastructure
and attract investments.

Within the framework of OGP Local, the Osh City Mayor's Office in
cooperation with civil society will develop a joint action plan aimed at building a
dialog with citizens. Specific measures will be discussed and adopted in close
partnership with various civil society organizations. In turn, the developed action
plan will help to implement reforms that will increase transparency, accountability
of Osh City Hall activities and citizen participation in solving urban problems.

To fulfill its obligations under OGP Local, the Osh City Mayor's Office will
work closely with the Public Association "Development Policy Institute” within
the framework of the Coalition for the Development of Local Self-Government of
the Kyrgyz Republic. With the support of the Public Association "Development
Policy Institute" will be organized work with a wide range of civil society
organizations, according to the criteria of OGP Local.
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Having visited the OGP Local website, we learned that many members of
OGP Local have interesting practices and initiatives to solve urban problems, plans
that we would like to study and use in practice. Osh City Hall is ready to
participate in mutual learning and exchange of experience with other members of
OGP Local in other countries and thematic circles.

To implement the OGP Local plan, the Osh City Mayor's Office will
establish an Open Osh working group with the participation of representatives of
civil society and involved departments of the Mayor's Office. The experience of
Bishkek City Hall will be used to organize the work of the working group, so that
all interested groups of citizens and non-governmental organizations will have the
opportunity to participate in the formation and implementation of the Joint Action
Plan of the working group.

First Deputy Mayor of Osh city Isayev MLA.
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Otaeay noaaep:xkxku OGP local

B mensx MOBBINIEHUS IIPO3PAYHOCTH W OTKPBITOCTH YYaCTHs TPaXIaH B
COBMECTHOM DPEIEHUH F'OPOJCKHAX MPoOIeM M UCIIOIB30BaHMS HOBBIX TEXHOJIOIUM
AL YKPeIUICHHS ~ yNpaBleHUs, a  TaKKe  COTPYIHHYECTBA  MEXIY
MYHHULUATATATETOM U TPaXXKJaHCKAM OOIIecTBOM, Mapusi ropoga O BeIpa)kaeT
Oonplnyro 3amHTepecoBaHHOCTH B ydactuu B OGP Local (Otkpeitoe MecTHoe
VYmnpasnenue).

Mbpus ropoma Ol MOPUTOXUT MaKCHMAllbHBIE YCHJIMS, YTOOBI CHENATh
Ka4eCTBEHHBIA CKa4YOK B Pa3BUTUHU AKTUBHOCTU TpaXkJaH B IPOIECCE IPUHSATHS
pemennii B pamrkax OGP Local. T'opox Om crpemutcs co3maTh Goible
BO3MOXHOCTEH  JUI1  peanM3allid  WHUNWATHB  TPaXIaH,  OIpeesss
PAOPUTETHOCTh MHBECTULIMOHHBIX ITIPOEKTOB U YUYUTBIBASI TOTPEOHOCTH I'PaXKIaH.

Ms1 cuutaem, uto BerymiieHue B OGP Local mact Mapuu BO3MOXKHOCTE
YUIUTBCS y Apyrux mectHbIX 4wieHoB OGP local u momosxer chopmMupoBaTs HOBYIO
KYJIbTYpy TOPOACKOTO ympaBieHus. Takas KymbTypa OylerT co3maHa IyTeM
npuMeHeHus Jydymmx npakTuk OGP local, 4To HOBBICHT ypoBeHB TOPOACKOTO
YIpaBlIeHHs, IOCKOJBbKY OXHIAHUS TIPaKJaH B OTHOLICHWH YCIYT MOpHH B
Oymymem OymyT ropasmo Bbimie. DGQeKTHBHOE paclpeneleHne OOmKeTa H
IPO3PaYHOCT YIPABICHYECKUX PEIIEHUH MOMOTYT YIy4YIUUTh WHOPACTPYKTYPy
ropoja, a TaK)Ke TPUBJIeHb HHBECTHIIH.

B pamkax OGP Local mapus ropoma Om COBMECTHO € TIPakKIaHCKUM
o0mecTBOM pa3paboTaeT COBMECTHBIA IUIAH JeHCTBHM, HAINpaBIEHHBIX Ha
IIOCTPOEHHUEe auajora ¢ rpaxnaHamu. KoHkpeTHble Mepbl OyayT o6CyKaaThes M
IPUHUMAThCS B TECHOM IIAPTHEPCTBE C  Pa3IMYHBIMH  OpraHU3alUIMU
TpaKJaHcKoro obmectBa. B cBowo ouepens, pa3paOOTaHHBIM ITaH JeHCTBUIMA
MOMOXKET ~ OCYIIECTBHTH  pedOpMbl, KOTOPBIE  IOBBICAT  IPO3PAYHOCTD,
TIONOTYETHOCTD NESTENbHOCTH MOpUH ropofa OII U ydacTHe IpaxkaaH B pelleHUH
TOPOACKUX MIPOOIIEM.
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Jlis BeIONHEHHs 00s3aTenscTB B pamkax OGP Local mapus ropoga Om
Oymer TecHO coTpymHu4arh ¢ OOmecTBeHHBIM oObenuHeHueM «MHCTUTYT
NOJWTHKKA  Pa3BUTHsS» B pamkax Koamuimum 3a  pa3BUTHE  MECTHOIO
camoympanienust Keipreisckoit PecryOmuxu. [Ipu noazepixke OOLiecTBEHHOTO
o0benuHenNs «VIHCTUTYT IMOMUTHKU pa3BUTUs» OyoeT opraHu3oBaHa pabora c
IIXPOKHUM KPYIOM OpraHHM3alldil pakJaHCKOTO OOILECTBA, COTTACHO KPUTEPHSIM
OGP Local.

ITocetus caiir OGP Local, Msl y3Hamu, urto MHOTHe wieHbl OGP Local umetor
UHTEPECHbIE TIPAKTHKKM U WHUIIMATUBBI 110 PEIICHUIO TOPOACKUX MPoOIieM, IIIaHBl,
KOTOpPbIe MBI XOTeNX Obl U3yUWUTHh U KCIIONB30BATh Ha IpakTHKe. Mapus ropoza
O roToBa y4acTBOBaTh BO B3aUMHOM OOY4YeHHHM UM OOMEHE OIBITOM C APYIHMMH
ynenamu OGP Local B apyrux ctpanax u TeMaTU4eCKUX Kpyrax.

s peanmuzanuu miada OGP Local mapus ropoga Om co3pact pabodyro
rpymny «OTKpbITEI Onm ¢ ydacTheM INpeJCTaBUTENeH rpaXJaHCKOro ofIiecTBa
1 BOBJIEYEHHBIX OTIENOB MIpuH. [l opraHuzanuu paOoThl paboueil TpyIIbl
OyZieT MCIOJIB30BaH OIBIT MIPUU ropona buinkek, YToObI BCe 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIE
IPYIIBI TPaXIaH W HENPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX OpPTaHM3allMii MMeNld BO3MOXXHOCTb
y4acTBOBaTh B (OPMHUpOBaHWM U peanusauuu [l1aHa COBMECTHBIX HeUCTBHMH
paboueit TpymIIb.

IlepBrlii 3MecTHTEIL MIpa 1 Hcae M.A.



